
    
      

   

THE WILLIAM CROOKES PRIZE   

The International Scientific Committee (ISC) of ESCAMPIG is pleased to announce the 
creation of a new prize, the William Crookes prize, to be awarded to a mid-career 
researcher who has been judged to have made major contributions in one or more of the 
areas covered by ESCAMPIG.    

Mid-career is here defined as between 10 and 20 years after PhD or the equivalent 
qualification.   

The prize is co-sponsored by the ESCAMPIG-2008 local committee, the European 
Physical Society (EPS) and Plasma Sources Science and Technology. The award will be 

 

1,000 and a diploma along with hotel accommodation and waived fees to attend 
ESCAMPIG-2008 where the award will be presented.    

The selection panel will consist of two members of the ESCAMPIG scientific committee, 
one member of the Atomic, Molecular & Optical Physics Divisions (AMOPD), one member 
of the Plasma Physics Division of the EPS and the Chair of the International Scientific 
Committee. The two members of the ESCAMPIG committee will be selected by the ISC 
after the nominations have been received to ensure that they have no direct connection 
with any of the nominees.   

Through this announcement we seek nominations for the Inaugural ESCAMPIG prize.  
The proposer should assemble a nomination package which comprises the nominee s 
CV, a list of references to no more than five of the nominee s most significant papers and 
an account of the nominee s contributions to one or more of the areas covered by 
ESCAMPIG. It should be sent by email to the Chair of the International Scientific 
Committee (b.graham@qub.ac.uk) by 1 March 2008. Four seconders, at least two of 
whom are from a different country than the nominee must send a confirmation email of 
their support for the nomination, also to be received before the closing date.   

Serving members of the ESCAMPIG ISC are not eligible for nomination for the prize.   



Short Bio of W. Crookes (1832-1919), one of the pioneers in the research of low 
temperature plasmas in Europe.                

Crookes, Sir William 1832-1919, man of science, was born in London 17 June 1832, the 
eldest son of Joseph Crookes, a tailor of north-country origin, by his second wife, Mary 
Scott. He received some instruction at a grammar school at Chippenham, but his scientific 
career began when, at the age of fifteen, he entered the Royal College of Chemistry in 
Hanover Square, London, under August Wilhelm von Hofmann. The work of Crookes 
extended over the regions of both chemistry and physics. Its salient characteristic was the 
originality of conception of his experiments, and the skill of their execution.  

Of fundamental importance were his researches on the passage of the electrical discharge 
through rarefied gases. He found that as the attenuation of the gas was made greater the 
dark space round the negative electrode extended, while rays, now known as cathode rays, 
proceed from the electrode. He investigated the properties of the rays, showing that they 
travel in straight lines, cause phosphorescence in objects upon which they impinge, and by 
their impact produce great heat. He believed that he had discovered a fourth state of matter, 
which he called "radiant matter". But his theoretical views on the nature of "radiant matter" 
proved to be mistaken. He believed the rays to consist of streams of particles of ordinary 
molecular magnitude. It remained for (Sir) J. J. Thomson to discover their subatomic 
nature, and to prove that cathode rays consist of streams of negative electrons, that is, of 
negatively electrified particles whose mass is only 1/1,800 that of the atom of hydrogen. 
Nevertheless, Crookes's experimental work in this field was the foundation of discoveries 
which have changed the whole conception of chemistry and physics. Moreover, it is 
characteristic of him that, though already advanced in years, he readily and enthusiastically 
accepted the new interpretation of his work.  

He was a man of science in the broadest sense, an influential personality, and a doyen of his 
profession. There is a portrait of Crookes by E. A. Walton in the rooms of the Royal 
Society.  


